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What have you been doing since the publication 
of your article in JPUR, volume 1? 
My fi rst job after graduation was through the Orr 
Fellowship at Angie’s List. Most of my work has been 
focused within the analytics, product, and technology 
spheres. After 3.5 years, I moved to hhgregg to 
explore e-commerce through a retail perspective. 
Angie’s List then recruited me back in January 2016 
to be the product manager for analytics. In this role, 
I am working with software engineers to ensure 
business owners have the data they need to make the 
best business decisions possible. 
Outside of work, I am heavily involved with kids 
and student ministries through my church and in 
missions in Nicaragua. I currently chair a committee 
that organizes feeding programs for the Nicaragua 
Resource Network stateside. 
How did the research you did as an undergraduate 
at Purdue impact your current endeavors? What 
is the value of undergraduate research? 
I still use the methods that I learned through 
undergraduate research today. In the fi eld of 
analytics and big data, understanding the practical 
use of statistics is highly important. 
How did the faculty mentor relationship 
impact you during your time at Purdue? 
My faculty mentor, Dr. Lawrence DeBoer, provided 
much needed direction and advice throughout 
the course of my undergraduate research. When 
I had a roadblock, he walked me through why 
that block existed and gave suggestions on how to 
move forward. 
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How did the experience of publishing an article 
in JPUR benefi t you? What advice would you 
give to other undergraduates at Purdue who are 
interested in contributing to the journal?
I was doing undergraduate research before JPUR
existed, so I already had a long-form research paper 
completed. Through the publication and the peer 
review process for JPUR, my editor and I were able 
to take a research paper littered with economic jargon 
and make it interesting for larger audiences with little 
or no economic background. We battled between 
what was essential and what was not necessary for 
public consumption. In my current career, I battle 
with what is essential and what is necessary. I would 
encourage future JPUR participants to embrace this 
back and forth. While it may feel painful to subject 
matter experts, the back and forth is totally worth it. 
What advice would you give to other 
undergraduates at Purdue who are 
interested in doing research?
Who likes to learn things that aren’t useful? No one! 
Research allows you to take what you learn in the 
classroom and apply it to real-world problems. Our 
world needs people to solve problems, and you can 
make an impact.
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In 2007, former Indiana Governor Joseph Kernan and 
Indiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Randall Shepard 
were tasked with recommending ways to streamline 
local  government. In their report, the Kernan-Shepard 
 Commission  recommended to “Reorganize school 
 districts to achieve a minimum  student population of 
2,000” (Indiana Commission on Local  Government 
Reform, 2007, p. 14). This recommendation has fueled 
heated conversations over school consolidation among 
elected officials, economists, taxpayers, and parents.
School consolidation combines two or more schools or 
school districts for economic or educational purposes. 
It is widely acknowledged that consolidating smaller 
school districts can lead to cost savings. Since each school 
must employ administrative, clerical, and maintenance 
staffs, district costs would be expected to decrease with 
a reduction in the number of schools a district operates. 
Despite the clear economic advantages of consolidation, 
many communities are reluctant to reduce the number of 
schools in their area. Citizens often oppose  consolidation 
out of fear that historical schools would be closed or due 
to a common belief that students perform better in smaller 
schools. Advocates for smaller schools cite reasons 
 including smaller pupil-teacher ratios, higher  participation 
in extracurricular activities, and increased parental 
 participation. However, cost savings offered by larger 
schools may not be the only benefit of consolidation. 
 Resources and specialized course offerings, such as foreign 
language options,  Advanced Placement courses, and 
 updated labs, are more readily  available in large schools.  
Differences in the strengths and weaknesses of small and 
large schools raise interest in determining whether the 
more intimate learning environments in small schools or 
the added resources of large schools have a greater impact 
on student success. While it is thought that fewer and 
larger schools reduce district costs, if research found that 
students enrolled in smaller schools experience enhanced 
achievement, school officials would be forced to choose 
between cost savings and enhanced achievement. If, 
on the other hand, research found that enrollment in large 
schools does not impede achievement, there could be a clear 
solution to the ever-present issue of school consolidation.
Costs per pupil decrease as district  
enrollment rises
Economic models measure how inputs, socioeconomic 
factors, and characteristics of districts and schools 
 affect costs per pupil. These models frequently include 
Figure 2. (above) As Indiana’s tenth largest school district, 
Ben Davis High School is able to provide outstanding library 
and research facilities for their students. (Photo courtesy of 
The Hagerman Group construction firm)
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Figure 1. Jefferson High School in Lafayette, Indiana represents the state’s tenth largest high school and maintained 
over 70 percent graduation rate in the 2007-2008 academic year. (Photo courtesy of Erica A. Morin)
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